








Data Table Footnote / Explanation
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CRYPTOSPORIDIUM  is a microorganism commonly found in lakes and rivers which 
is highly resistant to disinfection, and can cause gastrointestinal problems. DPW's 
�P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���R�X�U���Z�D�W�H�U���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���D�‡�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���&�U�\�S�W�R�V�S�R�U�L�G�L�X�P.

CRYPTOSPORIDIUM RESULTS RANGE
Liberty:  0.0 - 0.10 Oocyst/Liter 
Loch Raven: 0.0 – 0.09 Oocyst/Liter
Susquehanna River: 0.0 – 0.09 Oocyst/Liter

SECONDARY CONTAMINANTS Sodium naturally occurs in raw waters but the 
�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���E�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���U�X�Q���R�‡���I�U�R�P���U�R�D�G���V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V��
�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���U�R�F�N���V�D�O�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���L�F�H���U�H�P�R�Y�D�O���H�‡�R�U�W�V�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���\�H�D�U���������������W�K�H��
�D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���V�R�G�L�X�P���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�D�W�H�U���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���$�V�K�E�X�U�W�R�Q���D�Q�G��
Montebello Water Treatment Plants were 17.3 ppm and 17.0 ppm respectively and are 
considered low.

*Violations for Stage 2 THMs and HAAs are based on a locational running annual average. 
Therefore, unless this exceeds the MCL, there is no violation.
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which may improve public health protection. 

You Can Help 
with Water 

System Security 

Protecting 
the Baltimore 

Region’s Water 

Water system security continues 
to be an enormously important 
issue. If you notice suspicious 
activities in or around local water 
utilities, such as persons cutting, or 
climbing facility fencing, loitering, 
tampering with equipment or other 
similar activities, please contact 
your local law enforcement agency 
immediately by dialing 911. For 
other suspicious activities that 
may appear non-threatening 
such as persons videotaping or 
photographing facilities, equipment 
or structures, please call 410-517-
3600.

Baltimore uses surface water from 
rainfall and snowmelt as its water 
source. This water, approximately 
75 billion gallons at available 
capacity, is collected and stored 
in the City’s Liberty, Loch Raven, 
and Prettyboy reservoirs. The 
City water supply is also linked 
to the Susquehanna River, which 
flows from Cooperstown, N.Y., 
to Havre de Grace, Md. Water 
from the Susquehanna River is 
only used in time of drought. The 
reservoirs are surrounded by mostly 
native woodlands, which filter out 
pollutants and prevent soil erosion 
and runoff. These watershed 
lands were established for the 
sole purpose of protecting our 
drinking water supply. Although the 
reservoirs are the property of the 
City, all the surrounding jurisdictions 
have a stake in their well-being.

Need help paying your water bill?
Find out if you’re eligible for Baltimore City’s Water Bill 
Discount Program. This program reduces water bills by an 
average of $40.

Learn more and apply today: 
https://www.bmorechildren.com/residents/#water
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Building the World’s Biggest Water Tanks

3 reservoir 
watersheds

Loch Raven, Liberty and 
Prettyboy

3 water filtration 
plants

Montebello I, Montebello II, 
and Ashburton

20 Drinking 
Water pumping 

stations
&

one raw water pumping 
station.

1.8 million
people served by Baltimore 

City’s water system

3,800 miles of 
water mains 
maintained 

700 miles of 
public water 
connections  

9,100 fire 
hydrants 

maintained in Baltimore City

13,750 fire 
hydrants 

maintained in Baltimore 
County 

in Baltimore City and 
County

The City’s iconic Druid Lake holds filtered and treated water that is ready to be delivered to 
consumers. At this site, two massive underground tanks are being built to protect this drinking 
water supply.

The tanks – one 500 feet in diameter and the second 450 feet in diameter – will each be just over 
20 feet tall and hold 52 million gallons of water combined. They will be buried underground and 
topped with landscaped green space in the western edge of the lake. The 500-foot wide tank will 
be the largest of its kind in the world. The project is 90 percent complete and is on budget and on 
target for completion in 2022.

After the underground tank project is completed, most of Druid Lake area will remain a recreational 
amenity. Water will be aerated to keep it fresh, though instead of being drinking water it will be 
mostly stormwater runoff from Druid Park.

Baltimore’s Water System By the Numbers
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Keep Your Drains Clean!
Wipe loose food and grease from dishes 
before washing them in the sink.

Pour grease and cooking oil into a covered 
container and dispose of it in the garbage.

Flush only the three Ps: pee, poop, and 
toilet paper! Flushable does not mean 
biodegradable!

Facebook.com/BaltimoreCityDepartmentofPublicWorks

Stay in the know. Follow us on social media.

Twitter.com/BaltimoreDPW

Instagram.com/DPWBaltimoreCity

Nextdoor.com/gov/BaltimoreDPW

Abel Wolman Building
200 Holliday Street
Baltimore MD 21202

publicworks.baltimorecity.gov


